
Students: Please Read This Entire Notice 

Dear SUNY Poly Students, 

As you know, beginning tomorrow October 1, at the direction of SUNY System Administration, all 

SUNY campuses will be required to implement a new policy to address violations of COVID-19 safety 

protocols. As noted in yesterday’s campus community message 

(https://sunypoly.edu/sites/default/files/fall2020plan/Emergency-Directive-SUNY-9-29-2020.pdf), 

SUNY Poly will be implementing the mandated policy beginning tomorrow morning, October 1, 2020, 

at 8:00 a.m., as required. By this second communication, we are asking our campus community, 

specifically you, our students, to closely review this policy as violations of the College’s COVID-19 

policies will proceed under these requirements and it may significantly impact those found 

responsible.  

SUNY’s and our goal in implementing this policy is to maintain the health and safety of our campus 

community. Individuals who do not abide by COVID-19 related directives put our students, faculty, 

staff, and greater community at risk. The full policy provides specific details and is available here: 

https://www.suny.edu/media/suny/content-assets/documents/chancellor/UniformSanctions-

Response-COVID-19-Student-Violations.pdf.       

The policy sets a range of sanctions for the violations, which are summarized below. A copy of SUNY 
Poly’s updated sanctioning guidelines, which reflect SUNY’s new policy, will be added to the 
Community Standards webpage shortly: https://sunypoly.edu/student-life/community-
standards.html. The sanctioning guidelines break down the policy in more detail and provide the 
range of possible sanctions that may be imposed for any violations. These sanctioning guidelines will 
control if a student is found responsible for any COVID-19 related conduct violation. 
 

• Intentional Violations of COVID-19 Positive Students: Students who know that they have 
tested positive for COVID-19, or students who know they have had close contact with 
someone who has either tested positive or who has been treated or is symptomatic for 
COVID-19, and then intentionally expose other students, if found responsible, will face 
permanent dismissal or suspension for at least a full academic year.  

  

• Failure to Self-Isolate: Students who fail to self-isolate (because they are COVID-19 
positive) as directed by their SUNY campus or the State or local Department of Health, if 
found responsible, will face permanent dismissal or suspension for at least a full 
academic year.  

  
• Failure to Quarantine: Students who have been directed by the institution or the State or 

local Department of Health to complete a quarantine period because they are potentially 
positive as a result of a close contact with someone who is positive, on or off campus, and 
who then engage in any conduct that would violate such a quarantine order, if found 
responsible, will face permanent dismissal, suspension (housing and/or academic), or 
continuation of academics in an online format only, with no access to campus. 
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• Prohibited On-Campus or Off-Campus Gathering (Hosts): Students who host an on-
campus or off-campus gathering of any size, whether indoor or outdoor, that violates 
campus policy and/or exceeds the current limitation published by the SUNY campus, 
Executive Order, or the State or local Department of Health, if found responsible, will 
face dismissal, suspension, or continuation of academics online with no campus access 
(for at least one year).  
 

• Prohibited On-Campus or Off-Campus Gathering (Attendees): Students who attend a 
gathering of any size (but not as host), whether indoor or outdoor, that violates campus 
policy and/or exceeds the current limitation published by the SUNY campus, Executive 
Order, or the State or local Department of Health, if found responsible, will face dismissal, 
suspension, or continuation of academics online without campus access.  
 
We know how important it is to our students who chose to come to campus to offer an in-
person academic experience. Because your health and safety is paramount, we are not yet 
opening residential housing to guests and visitors. SUNY Poly will revisit this when it is safe 
to do so. 
 

• Violations of Face Mask and Social Distancing Requirements: Students who have 
committed repeated and/or intentional violations of face mask/covering or social 
distancing requirements of the campus, Executive Order, or the State or local Department 
of Health, if found responsible, will face suspension from academic and/or housing 
access with continued access to their academic program via remote learning only, or 
dismissal. 

• Contact Tracing: Students who repeatedly fail to comply, whether intentionally or 
unintentionally, if found responsible, will face dismissal, suspension, or continuation of 
academics online without campus access, depending on circumstances.  
 

• Failure to Comply with Campus Health Protocols (Testing and Daily Screening): Students 
who fail to attend at least two scheduled appointments, without sufficient excuse, to 
obtain diagnostic or surveillance COVID-19 testing under the campus’ published protocol; 
or students who fail to submit their daily health screening via the campus’ portal for at 
least three consecutive days (residential students must complete the daily screening seven 
days per week; commuters must complete the screening on days they are registered for a 
class that is scheduled to meet on-campus and/or days they travel to campus for any other 
purpose), could face disciplinary action, be issued a temporary directive, and/or face 
administrative measures, which may include, electronic deactivation of card access and 
restricted access to campus buildings (with the exception of access required to obtain 
health care services). Any administrative restrictions will be lifted once a student is in 
compliance. 

 
There are additional sanctions specifically related to student athletes and for student organizations 
in the policy, which you should also familiarize yourself with.   
 



Please make sure that you strictly follow the above directives. A finding of responsibility and 
sanction of dismissal or suspension will result in the student being ineligible for a refund of tuition, 
fees, and room and board. Additionally, a student dismissed or suspended (in “COVID-19 Positive 
Intentional” and “Failure to Self-Isolate” violations) shall be ineligible for admission into any other 
SUNY campus during the term of their sanction. 
 
Should you have questions related to the new policy or the updated SUNY Poly sanctioning guidelines, 
please reach out to: Megan Wyett-Lennon at studentaffairs@sunypoly.edu.  
 
We are proud of SUNY Poly’s compliance to date with the COVID-19 related policies and guidelines.  
While this is definitely a different time and not ideal for anyone, we believe that following the 
College’s policies gives us the best chance of continuing to see success in preventing an outbreak of 
this pandemic in our community. We all play an important role, and we will make it through these 
times together. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Marybeth Lyons 
Vice President for Student Affairs 
 
Megan Wyett-Lennon 
Director of Community Standards 
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